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The duties of the Director were thus defined: (i) to preserve
authentic specimens of monumental antiquities of the Nizam's
Dominions; (2) to excavate such sites and areas as are likely to
throw light on the past history of the country; and (3) to arrange for
the systematic collection and location of movable antiquities such
as sculptures, inscriptions, manuscripts, paintings, coins, arms,
fabrics, ceramics, metal work and wood and ivory carvings.

In pursuance of these duties the Department since its inaugura-
tion has not only preserved all the principal monuments of the
Dominions, but made excavations at several prehistoric and proto-
historic sites and established a museum in Hyderabad for the
exhibition of genuine specimens of the local arts and crafts. A
vast literature in the form of monographs, guide-books, and illus-
trated articles has also been compiled, in which the requirements
of the serious student and the ordinary reader have been fully
considered.

As several of the monuments have an important bearing on the
art and culture of the East and even of the West, the utmost care
has been observed and every scientific method has been employed
by the Department to preserve such relics of India's past glory.
Take, for example, the conservation of the frescoes of Ajanta, which
by the passage of time and the inclemencies of weather had decayed
to such an extent that the painted surface was falling off in flakes
and perished at the gentlest touch. Further, in the few places
where the frescoes were intact they were smeared by some injudicious
artists in comparatively recent times with a thick coat of copal
varnish in order to brighten their detail and also to preserve them
from moisture. The result, however, was the opposite of what was
intended; for the varnish, during the course of a quarter of a cen-
tury, not only made the fine brushwork more indistinct, but in
some cases where the dirt had not been removed beforehand from